
EXHIBIT OF LACES TO AID AGED BELGIAN LACEMAKERS

Home and of an aged lacemaker of Bruges.

uppcial M rHUxement with B.

BV Altman .V Co. the officials of
the i'ommissloti for Relief In

Belgium at 71 Broadway will have on
exhibition and sale, commencing to-

morrow hikI continuing for one week,
ii rare assoitmrnt of Belgian war larea
which were brought to this country
by the commission to be Bold for the
benefit of the needy people In Bel-

gium.
L'ntll the outbreak of the great

conflict. Belgium was the
World's centre of the lare manufac-
turing industry ind Americans were
the larg. at purchasers of Belgian
laoea, times of peace and pros
perity the little kingdom manufac-
tured and sold nhout twelve million
francs worth of lace annually, of
which h of the ent.re prod-
uct was tm to the I'nited States.
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YEAR ON HIS WARDROBE?
HKTY'VU been talking atout

prosperity tor the past six
months," said the
little man as lie eat down in

the smoking compartment and lighted
a ...rette. "but the first blgn I've
seen of it none along the first
sign lor about two years."

Kor a few moments the night ex-
press roared along through the dark-
ness and then a big passenger sitting
opposite spoke. He was toll, as we'll
as heavy, and wont a checked suit and
had a sharp nose, a bulldog Jaw and
blue ecs of the gimlet quality.

"What's your line?" he asked.
"llalHTdashery, neckwear, under-

wear, shirt a specialty." 'little
i hap rattled off. so fast that some of
his words ran together. "To lie sure,
times ain't normal yet. and moat of
our customer are stLll scraping along
with woollen underwear at )., or id a
KUi-me- instead of paying about 118 a
Milt, as they usually do. But order
have started In on mis cheap line, and

erhaps we'll be eelling elut goods bo-

lero long."
The big passenger gazed at the other

In silence. Finally he said:
"Looky here, friend, what do you

charge for silk, underwear?"
"Oh, anywhere from I6& to 1100 a

suit. Sell more at Ssu than any other
prlv-e- , I gue."

said the big man with
increasing doubt, "do you mean to tell
ne that uny full grown citizen of these

t.'nlted states actually pays such
prices?"

"Why, sure thev do'" the salesman
rejoined with an amused smile. "That
lin't considered extravagant, or it
wasn't until the lust year or two when
people got to Imagining they wore on
the toboggan toward the poorhouse.
I suppose, f'r instaiui ou'd consider
11,000 a eur u-- deoj for a man
to spend on clothes on clothtw for
himself, I mean?"

"I certtiinly would' " the big mnn
rejoined with emphasis.

"Well, it isn't," tint salesman con-tiaue- d

"Lois of tnen pond all the
way from 11,000 up to $3,000 a
year. Why, 1 know a m. n in a one
horse town m New Jersey who pays
his ta.l ir a salary of 11,100 a year Just
to keep him in suns and waistcoats.
extra trousers and overcoats, Doesn't
specify ani
A. HO UOCI
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greater proportitsi than WU takn ly
any other nation.

After tht beginning of the war. as
a matter of course, the lace Industry
In Belgium cam to an abrupt end.
and the 40.0U0 workers all women
and glr --were In enforced idleness.
Many of these 4U.O00 were, familiar
with other kind of work, having heea
brought up In it from childhood, ntnl
It was to ahl as much as possible this
class of people, by giving them par-
tial employment, that the commission
undertook a rather difficult mission Of
selling a part at least of product.

The filmy are made wholly of
the finest thread of the finest tex-
ture known. In some Instances silk

also used to interweave with
linen. Intricate patterns ate followed

only after an apprentice
ship of many years The designs are
Blkla by skilled 'artists and In klvldua
pieces nre made by can f u laying
out design on white cloth on Whli 'i
the pattern Is shown In following
these patterns the greatest rare Is
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going In many quarters,
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Aged Belgian woman at Nazareth, in Flanders, making
valenciennes lace.

the most beautiful pieces are the work
of women Of four score years age.
Strange may seem, perfect
acute vision of the eye not wholly
essential those who have hud Ions
years of In the work, and
even totally blind women have been
known turn out most beautiful
specimens. Some of these appear
the collection be exhibited the
Altaian store.

Impossible describe the beau-
ties of all these pieces, for tha laces
represent than 1200.000 In value,
but there are some striking- - piece's that
are certainly worthy of description.
Kor instance, there an exquisite old
Drnochel wedding veil. was
for an aristocratic Belgian family

even said that family of high
nubility. This veil was made especially
for one of the grand dames of this
Brussels family 100. and has 1een
worn every bnJe the family for
more than century.

The Centre Of the veil of the lines-

sengers the smoking compartment
kept silent. At last the big man hit
the end off fresh stogie and lighted

Then said he:
lat do you this
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net and the sdgCI and corners hold
delicate designs sparingly arranged to
get the full beauty contrast of filmy
ret and close lace work. There
long story threaded the mesh of this
veil. One would expect be yel-
lowed with age. hut shows

of creamy tint. This Indicates
that was not laid away state, but
was again and again nu-- ;
merous daughters and granddaughters
draped about them their bridal
day.

Tieces of old luce, less enchanting,
less delicately embodying purpose
the design, are framed state pub-
lic buildings. For the sake of the Bel-
gian daughters whose most prized
heirloom this veil those who are
representing the distressed ones
Belgium are hopes that this piece
will eventually purchased and traced

permanent exhibition one of the
great museums of the United States.
lis value $.'i 600

Another rare pa lace, inch

"Wall," said the haberdasher judici-
ally, "this gentleman pays his tailor
anywhere from IIS for business suit
up 1125 1130 for full dress suit.
His hats are small Item few men

more tluo year la's
and the bill small. my
opinion man Srho more than 140

!f.u year gloves alone, he's
really BStrsVSgSnt.

But, bless vaii, sit'
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dates bai h iti 140, ..-- of "Old
Plendre" of the Louis XtV, period it
Is a most beautiful specimen and was
evidently to be used a val-
ance for high potter liedstead. Its
value Is It, tOO, A strip of
Mounce In the same design and

to be an adjunct of the val-
ance Is valued at $.',00.

Of course all of these pieces are
Of extremely high values. One may
buy a little wlsn of a handkerchief
with a dainty lace edge for
$2. or one may pay much as 9125
for a sipiare of linen with a Mechlin
edge a.s line any cobweb. There
are specimen, of Klandre, Rosaline,
Mechlin, Venetian point. Droochei,
buchsese, Bruges. Point d Paris and
the more familiar Cluny, Torchon and

Each piece i nnuKot w,-.- the nutn-1-e- r
of the maker, Some of them are

narrow and some are twenty to thirty
inches wide. There are squares of
filet, baby caps of Bruges, COUsrs of

IIKKK

u,,, n.l.
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Group lacemakers at Beguegnage, Belgium.

Venetian point, scurfs
With inserts. There

luce tablecloths, started long
war began bedspreads with
heavy linen thread. iuulnt lace

lace fans, such asso-
ciates with court ladles.

A.s os a rule Can
make but it is evident
that where there are, two or three
kinds in piece it must have

from place to perhaps
a village; some
rich embroidered o rner another
vllluge, Still worker fur-
nished the fauns ami fairies

the centre It may Indeed
is more than likely, that Work-

ers n this piece white haired
women. The comes

their experienced hands, though
their eyesight Is all gone and
hands tremble with the palsy age.
The one design their fumlly figure
has grown to lie them.

There thirty kinds of lace In this
"war laces."
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